
NATHAN SHAPIRA DESIGN ARCHIVE

The Shapira archive is a unique and rich body of materials representing the thinking, events and objects of 20th century design. It 
contains well over 2060 known design books, both contemporary and collectibles, as well as articles, �iles, documents, audio and 
video footage dating from 1963–2008 relative to design curriculum; lectures; seminars; and documentaries on topics addressing: 
design in developing countries, architecture and design in Los Angeles and Italy as well as hallmark exhibits and conferences.

1954
Politechnico di Milano

1963
Came to UCLA

1964
Selby Mvusi

1965
ICSID Exhibition in 
Vienna

1966
Gio Ponti

1969
University of Nairobi

1972
Designing for Low-
Income Economies

1979
Olivetti

1983
Yugoslavia

1987
Friulli

1998
Emerites UCLA

2006
Gregg Fleishman

Professor Dr. Nathan H. 
Shapira had a special 
interest in design for 
social responsibility and 
its relationship to 
industrial design and 
advanced technologies. 
His research and 
writings frequently 
addressed the theory 
that technology has 
widened the gap 
between rich and poor 
societies and that 
design could alleviate 
this problem.

The archive contains relevant textual and visual 
evidence (i.e. product and graphic design) of early 
thinking on the contemporary design concerns of:

1. Appropriate technology and localism
2. Culture and identity politics of the image
3. Universal and inclusive design
4. Design for emerging economies

Significance to
Design Theory

Future designers must concern themselves with the quality 
of life and not merely the decorative arts.”

– Nathan Shapira

U n i v e r s a l  D e s i g n   •   D e s i g n  f o r  L o w - I n c o m e  E c o n o m i e s   •   I n c l u s i v e  D e s i g n

The archive contains valuable original documents related to emerging 

design theory and practices—iconic internationl designers who gave shape 

to the last century.

Due to its breadth and depth, Shapira’s unique collection of first edition 
books, exhibit catalogs, conference proceedings, lecturer notes, 3-D 
collectibles and personal papers, may be exhibited through a number of 
theoretical lenses— both contemporary and historical.

The Archive

1998
Emerites UCLA

2004
Greg 
Fleischmann
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1998 – 2009
UCLA Professor Emeritus
From 1998 to 2009 Nathan was a 
UCLA professor and eventually pro-

fessor emeritus. I believe Nathan 
Shapira began his professor Emeri-
tus status at UCLA in 1998 until his 
death in 2009.

2006
DH1 Disaster House with Gregg 

Los Angeles
This design exhibition and promo-

tion of the works of renowned ar-
chitect and furniture designer, Greg 
Fleischman, was Nathan Shapira’s 
last design consultancy project be-
fore his passing.


