
The archive contains valuable original documents related to 

emerging design theory and practices — iconic international 

designers who gave shape to the last century. The archive contains 

written (and otherwise recorded) intellectual dialogues between 

Shapira and his contemporaries - from Gio Ponti to Henry Dreyfuss, 

as well as the early work of their intellectual offspring, from Paola 

Antonelli, Senior Design Curator at MOMA, who lectured design 

history and theory under Shapira at UCLA, from 1991 to 1993, 

Selby Mvusi, who established the foundation for Industrial Design 

in Africa at the University of Science & Technology in Kumasi, Ghana 

(1962–1964) to the Design program in the Faculty of Architecture 

at the University of Nairobi, Kenya (1965–1967). As the Head of 

the Design Department of the University of Nairobi from 1969-

1971, Professor Shapira was significant in the formation and 

establishment of the first Industrial Design program in sub-Saharan 

Africa at the University of Nairobi.

1. Sustainability, appropriate technology & 

localism

2. Culture & identity politics of the image

3. Universal & inclusive design

4. Design for emerging economies
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The archive contains relevant textual and visual 
evidence (i.e. product and graphic design) of 
early thinking on the contemporary design 
concerns of:

w w w . n s d a b l o g . c o m

Future designers 
must concern 
themselves with 
the quality of life 
and not merely 
the decorative 
arts.”

– Nathan Shapira 

“

NATHAN SHAPIRA DESIGN ARCHIVE



Professor Dr. Nathan H. Shapira, was a member 
of the faculty of the Department of Design at UCLA 
since 1963 in charge of Industrial Design and Interior 
Design. He was Professor Emeritus in the Design and 
Media Arts program at the UCLA since 1993. Profes-
sor Shapira died May 16th at his home in Santa Monica. 
He was 80 years old and a survivor of the Holocaust in 
Romania. A former Commonwealth Fellow at the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) and Harvard 
University (1955-56), he held a Dottore in Architettura 
degree from the Politecnico of Milan (1954). Before 
settling in California, he had taught at the Rhode Island 
School of Design (Providence, R.I.), Vassar College 
(Poughkeepsie, N.Y.), and Wesleyan University (Middle-
town, Conn.), where he was a Fellow of the Center for 
Advanced Studies (1959-60). Between 1969 and 1972 
he had served as Head of the Department of Design at 
the University of Nairobi and Director of the University 
of California’s Education Abroad Program in Kenya.

The Shapira archive is a unique and rich body of materials 
representing the thinking, events and objects of 20th century 
design. It contains well over 2060 known design books, 
both contemporary and collectibles, as well as articles, files, 
documents, audio and video footage dating from 1963–
2008 relative to design curriculum; lectures; seminars; and 
documentaries on topics addressing: design in developing 
countries, architecture and design in Los Angeles and Italy, 
as well as hallmark exhibits and conferences.

Professor Dr. Nathan H. Shapira had a special interest in 
design for social responsibility and its relationship to 
industrial design and advanced technologies. His research 
and writings frequently addressed the theory that technology 
has widened the gap between rich and poor societies and 
that design could alleviate this problem. Prof. Shapira 
argued that future designers must concern themselves 
with the quality of life and not merely the decorative arts. 
Professor Shapira, brought together many people from all 
over the world through his love for design and humanity. 

About the Archive

Nathan H. Shapira

Due to its breadth and depth, Shapira’s 
unique collection of first edition books, 
exhibit catalogs, conference proceedings, 
lecturer notes, 3-D collectibles and personal 
papers, may be exhibited through a number 
of theoretical lenses – both contemporary 
and historical. 

He was the quintessential “Goodwill Ambassador of Design” 
with his affable eccentric and tenacious manner. Truly, 
“he lived to design and designed to live”. His many former 
students, faculty, professional colleagues, associates and 
friends worldwide and the UCLA community of friends 
and associates will be forever indebted to the years of 
scholarly teaching service, collegiality and professionalism 
of Professor Emeritus, Dr. Nathan H. Shapira.

1954
Politechnico di Milano

1963
Came to UCLA

1964
Selby Mvusi

1965
ICSID Exhibition in 
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We do not design for society or for that     
matter design in order to design society.
We design because society and ourselves      
are in fact design.
We do not design for living. 
We design to live.”
      - Selby Mvusi, 1963
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U n i v e r s a l  D e s i g n   •   D e s i g n  f o r  L o w - I n c o m e  E c o n o m i e s   •   I n c l u s i v e  D e s i g n 


